
Skagit River 
Hydroelectric Project 
Land Management Eyes 
Wide Open



SCL Lands Program

ü 3 Primary Components

1. Skagit Wildlife Settlement Agreement

2. Skagit Fisheries Non-Flow Settlement Agreement

3. Early Action Endangered Species Act Program

ü Management Strategy

¸ Understand current habitat conditions

¸ Collaborate to improve ecosystem function & health

¸ Monitor to confirm improvement





Wildlife Management Review Committee

Skagit Mitigation Lands

Meeting

Mill Creek

January 21, 2010

9:30 AM-1:00 PM



Skagit Wildlife Settlement 

Agreement - 1991

üRequired SCL spend $17 million (1990 

dollars) on wildlife habitat protection

¸ $16.5 million on acquisition

¸ $0.5 million for enhancement

üWildlife Management Review Committee

¸ WDFW, USFWS, NPS, USFS, 3 Tribes, 1 

NGO (NCCC)

¸ Decisions by consensus



Skagit Fisheries Non-Flow Program

üFERC license 

requirement 

üSpawning and rearing 

habitat restoration

üCounty Line & 

Newhalem ponds off-

channel habitat areas



Non-Flow Program ïContôd

üSCL to spend an 

additional $300k 

(1990 $) on instream 

or off-channel habitat

¸ Johnson Parcel

¸ Illabot Creek Channel

¸ Powerline Pond 

channel

¸ Ross Island Slough

Illabot Spawning Channel



ESA Program

üCity Program = flexible

üGoal = Acquisition for 

protection/restoration of salmonid habitat

üWork closely with Skagit and Snohomish 

River Lead Entity/Watershed Council

üLeverage Grants



SCL Skagit Conservation Lands
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Collaboration on ecosystem 

protection and  restoration

üUnderstand project affect through science

üCollaborate to improve overall ecosystem 

function & health

üMonitor to confirm ecosystem 

improvement



Collaboration to Acquire Large 

Blocks of Habitat



Grant Funded Acquisitions



Current Expenditures

üApproximately $1 million remaining in 
Wildlife SA fundsðneeds to last through 
2025

üAcquire additional lands AND complete 
restoration

üESA Land Program has spent over $2.3 
million on acquisition/restoration projects 
while leveraging over $2.5 million in grant 
funds



Nooksack 330 Bridge

2007

Lummi Nation and 

SCL worked 

collaboratively to 

secure grant 

Lummi Nation 

contractors completed 

work in 2007



Engineered 

logjams installed

Monitoring 

continues



üBuying land can mean 

inheritance of major 

obligations

ü$400k culvert 

replacement along 

1.6-mile section of 

road



Suiattle Road Abandonment





üSometimes you end 
up with ñtenantsò

ü4,000 acres 
purchased in 1992

üCabin has been 
there since 1950s 



Creative Management Solutions

üMaintenance Agreement/Permit

üNeighbors

üBeekeeper

üGorge 2nd Tunnel ïQuarry Restoration

üTribal Collaboration

üWatershed Partnerships



Thank You


