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Manôs Greatest Gift

Â The art of communication.

Â There is much discussion in the academic world of 

communicationas to what actually constitutes 

communication. Currently, many definitionsof 

communicationare used in order to conceptualize 

the processes by which people navigate and assign 

meaning. Communicationis also understood as 

the exchanging of understanding.
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A Near Miss

Â Previous Employer

ÂHydro Plant on the Sultan River.

ÂMechanical Constructor

ÂResponsibility during plant shutdown

ÂSummer hire programs

ÂWill not allow photos.

ÂCaused me some concern because;

ÂWhat good is a near miss if you cannot share.

ÂBy not sharing, we loose the reasons for our gift.
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Bradôs Lecture

Â The ability to talk and apply direction.

ÂWe would not be here in this present environment if not 

for the ability to transfer knowledge.

Â The ability to listen.

ÂThe second part of this gift we all need improvement.

Â The ability to comprehend the information.
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Plant Specôs

Â 8 mile penstock

Â 500 psi at turbine with full reservoir.

Â 4 Units

Â Two 50 MW Peltons

Â Two Francis 8 MW Francis
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The Outage

Â Shut down due to ball valve repair.

ÂRequired an empty penstock or pipeline

ÂA long day shift to prepare and drain tunnel is required.
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Getting Ready 

Â Assemble the tools and equipment on Friday.

ÂRopes, lights, impact wrench, sockets.

ÂConfine space and hole watch. 

ÂHarness.

ÂDreaded paperwork.

Â Pressure washer, rain gear. 

ÂClean spiral case and penstock to the valves.

Â Inside must be cleaned to perform the work.
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Instructions

Â Shut down starting Sunday afternoon by 

closing the gate at Spada Lake

ÂDraining Blue Mountain

ÂSeveral hours due to water pressure behind rocks.

ÂMonitor pressures during the ramping.

ÂForebay = 1450ô

ÂSpiral Case = 273ô
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The ñSceneò

ÂTwo Summer hire ñOverachieverò types.

Â I gave a list and would came back one hour later.

ÂMost equipment was then in place.

ÂThey were instructed to continue with gathering tools.

Â I left the area to unload a truck on top deck.
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The ñconversationò

ÂMeé.òwhen you get done come up and find 

me on the top deckò

ÂTheméòOK, do the lights go inside?ò

ÂMeé.òYesò


