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U.S. Energy Policy Drivers

New Frenzy on Energy Policy

Growing Demand for 
New Energy Supply
Clean Energy Solutions
Domestic Sources

Increase Pressure to Address Climate 
Change 



Opportunity to Reconsider 
Hydropower

Hydro’s Role in A Climate Friendly 
World Offers New Opportunity

But It Must be Seen 
As A Solution
To Meet New Energy Demand
As Sustainable



Hydropower is the Power of
Moving Water

Rebrand Hydropower as much broader 
than conventional hydro

o tidal
o ocean and wave
o hydrokinetic
o conduit

Show that it has tremendous growth 
potential





NHA’s Strategy in Rebranding

Creation of Ocean, Tidal and New 
Technologies Council
Building Coalitions with Traditional 
and Non Traditional Partners
Education Campaign to Press, Public 
and Policy Makers
Developing Road Map to Show 
Growth Potential
Expanding our Resources



Why Road Map?  Busting the Myth

Growth Potential is Real
Road Map Will Show Growth 
Potential by Technology 
Stresses Growth without 
Impoundments
Ties Growth to US Investment 
Policies



Investment Strategy is the Wave of 
the Future

Includes reinvestment in policy 
support for new, next generation 
technologies, conventional and 
small hydropower.



Policy Investments Critical To 
Success

Hydropower Growth is Tied to:

Tax Incentives

Clean Energy Incentives

RD&D Support

Reinvention of Regulatory Scheme



Reinvestment Policy Must Include 
R&D

Requires reinvestment at federal 
government level in hydropower research, 
demonstration, and development
R&D must include support of both 
conventional and non-conventional 
technologies
Must include support of demonstration 
projects
Must include revenue streams



Reinvestment Policy Must Include A 
New Look at Regulatory Structure

NHA is working to educate and 
position the issue of a new, smarter 
regulatory permitting process for 
new technologies and small 
hydropower



Building a New Industry – A New Future

Much like the wind industry was 10-15 
years ago, we are creating a new 
hydropower industry;

- Industry includes both conventional 
and non conventional technologies

- Will supply clean, climate friendly 
energy for the next generation

- Will have new alliances and a renewed
public support



A New Vision

“Hydropower is cool again”

Key is to continue to communicate, 
to continue to educate, to continue 
to be involved and aggressively 
promote what we bring to the table.



What Hydro Industry Needs To Do

Actively engage on climate change
Lay out a plan of how we can 
promote the benefits and find a role 
for hydropower
Be aggressive in our outreach and 
education of a positive role



Pathway to the Future

Hydro industry has a lot at stake in 
the climate debate.

What role will hydro play and how 
will it be impacted?

The policy “frenzy” is happening. 
Now is the time to get involved.
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